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Stuart D. Hubbell, J.D.

Catholic schools in America exist today because of men and
women of faith who united in the struggle to secure educational
justice for all children attending non-public schools. Stuart
Hubbell showed exceptional leadership and was recognized
nationally as the architect of political strategy, a key player and
the “spark plug” for this movement.

Stuart attended Detroit Public Schools, served with the U.S. Army
and graduated in 1951 from the University of Michigan Law
School. In 1952, he and Marian Shaughnessy began a 51 year
marriage of caring and support. They moved to Traverse City in
1953. He was the Prosecuting Attorney for Grand Traverse
County from 1957-1969 and established his own law firm.

In 1961, Stuart was elected to the national board of Citizens for
Educational Freedom (CEF) and became the first president of the
Michigan chapter. As a pressure group, CEF obtained legislation
in the 1960s that gave equal rights to all Michigan students for
busing, auxiliary services, and college tuition grants. Act 100 of
1970 provided public monies to non-public schools for teachers
of secular subjects in these schools.

Stuart served as counsel in decisions before the Michigan and
the United States Supreme Courts. In 1965, he was a recipient of
the Presidential Award for Contribution to the Advancement of
Education presented by President Lyndon B. Johnson.

While a consultant to the Michigan Catholic Conference, Stuart
advised parish schools to operate under elected boards of
education in order to continue public assistance. In 1966, St.
Francis and Immaculate Conception each elected boards and

adopted constitutions. Under Stuart’s guidance in 1969, the
boards united the schools into one system - Grand Traverse Area
Catholic Schools.

In 1970, opponents enacted a constitutional amendment that
prohibited public aid. On December 8, 1970 the GTACS Board of
Education announced its painful decision to close grades 7-12.
Stuart composed a statement, approved by the board, “What is
done here tonight is not the action of a free people...”

Traverse City Public Schools would have needed to absorb 750
students. In an emergency meeting, GTACS board member Bill
Kildee, T.C. Superintendent, Robert Johnston, and Stuart set in
motion discussions that led to both school boards approving the
“shared time” plan. This allowed the schools to remain open. In
1980, a Federal District Court ended shared time arrangements,
butin 1997 the United States Supreme Court ruled that shared
time was constitutionally permissible.

Stuart offered his legal advice pro bono and logged over 68,000
miles in one year alone for the cause and was indispensable in
establishing the local chapter of Right to Life. His wife shared in
the efforts by attending to their seven children. They welcomed
unwed mothers into their home and befriended a Vietnamese
refugee family. Marian and Stuart always enjoyed working on
school fundraisers. They took great pride in having all their
children graduate from St. Francis High School and seeing their
grandchildren attend GTACS. Stuart Hubbell’s life of Christian
generosity and dedication serves as a model for all.



