
Mary (Burns) Marois is a shining example of a St. Francis High 
School graduate who has advanced a true Christian spirit in 
the service of children and families in our region.  

Mary is a 1964 graduate of St. Francis High School and realized 
in the 10th grade what a gift her parents had given her by 
receiving a Catholic education.  She began her college career 
at Northwestern Michigan College.  Mary continued her 
education at Western Michigan University where she earned 
her Bachelor’s Degree in Social Work and Master’s Degree in 
Public Administration.  It was during her college years she 
realized her strong determination to change the world and 
impact a community.  These hallmarks of goodness and 
values instilled in her by her parents and Catholic upbringing 
set her on the path to success. 

Mary has had an exemplary career of public service with forty 
years of dedication to children and families through the 
Department of Human Services for Grand Traverse and 
Leelanau counties.  She served as the Executive Director in 
that capacity until her retirement in February 2008.  Mary is 
vehemently passionate about children and has spent her 
entire career advocating for them.  

Mary has demonstrated a lifetime of leadership and has 
become known as the “community’s great collaborator.”  She 
has used her creative energies, special gifts and determina-
tion to bring various community entities together in a 

seamless continuum of care to bene�t children and their 
families. She excelled as an administrator and became 
well-known for never allowing bureaucracy to get in the way 
of loving actions to help families in need.  

In 1999, she was recognized by the Child Welfare League of 
America with an Advocacy Award, as well as by the Commis-
sioner of the Department of Health and Human Services for 
Outstanding Service to Children and Families.  In 2004, Mary 
received the Humanitarian of the Year Award for Child and 
Family Services of Northwest Michigan.  The Grand Traverse 
Community Collaborative, comprised of over 70 businesses, 
government entities and human services, presented Mary 
with the Collaborator of the Year Award in 2005 for her 
work with others to solve community problems.  

Mary has invested her time and energy in the local 
community by serving as President of the United Way, 
Vice President of the National Cherry Festival Executive Board, 
board member of the Traverse Health Clinic and Coalition 
and past chairperson of the Leelanau County Family 
Coordinating Council.

Mary’s long history of public service coupled with her 
integrity, character, vision and compassion has inspired many 
and, most importantly, made the world a better place for 
children and families in the Grand Traverse region.  
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