
Best known as the founder of Domino’s Pizza and former owner of 
the Detroit Tigers, Thomas Monaghan overcame obstacles and 
setbacks in the path he took to success.  He turned his e�orts to 
the goal of assisting a variety of Catholic charities, with a particular 
emphasis on Catholic education, by establishing the Ave Maria 
Foundation in 1983.  

Tom was born on the feast of the Annunciation in 1937 in Ann 
Arbor. With the death of his father at age four and hardships for his 
mother, Tom’s childhood was spent largely in foster homes and an 
orphanage. He lived on a farm in Traverse City while attending 
Immaculate Conception School. At that time, Tom began to feel 
that religion was the one thread of continuity in his life. Monsignor 
Passeno took him under his wing, and Tom’s faith was strength-
ened by the friendship and encouragement of this kind pastor. 

Tom felt a calling to the priesthood and spent almost a year at 
St. Joseph’s Seminary, but God had another plan. Returning to 
St. Francis High School, Tom played basketball and baseball under 
Coach Joe Kroupa, who also mentored this young man. Even 
though Tom eventually graduated from St. Thomas in Ann Arbor, 
his St. Francis classmates always considered him part of their 
class of 1955.

Tom credits his service in the U.S. Marine Corps with learning 
self-motivation. In 1959, he enrolled at the University of Michigan. 
In 1960, while a student, Tom and his brother Jim, borrowed $900 
to buy a small pizza store in Ypsilanti. After his brother left the 
partnership, Tom opened stores in Ann Arbor and Mt. Pleasant.  
The support of his wife, Marjorie, and her caring for their four 
daughters, helped him succeed professionally and �nally gave him 

a sense of family. With Tom’s 38 years of daily leadership, Domino’s 
Pizza grew to 6,250 stores in 1998 and was the world’s largest 
pizza delivery chain. The story of his pioneering innovations in the 
industry was compiled in his 1986 autobiography, Pizza Tiger.  

The Ave Maria Foundation gave the initial funding for Ave Maria 
School of Law and the Thomas More Law Center, which provides 
legal counsel when religious freedoms are threatened. In 1987, 
Tom founded Legatus, an international organization of Catholic 
CEOs and presidents committed to living and spreading their faith 
through their professional lives. 

In 1998, Ave Maria Institute was established in Ypsilanti as a 
Catholic liberal arts institution designed to prepare students for 
Christian service and leadership in their professions. This college 
was the predecessor to Ave Maria University, founded in 2003 and 
located in Ave Maria, Florida near Naples. As university chancellor, 
Tom often joins the students on their evening walks across 
campus as they pray Our Lady’s Rosary.  

When Tom was a student at Immaculate Conception, he saved 
money he earned as a Record-Eagle newsboy to purchase a 
Lalique glass statue of the Blessed Virgin at Martinek’s for 
Monsignor Passeno. Tom keeps the original at his home and a 
replica travels with him.  Tom holds a deep love and appreciation 
for this surrogate father who helped foster his life-long devotion 
to the Blessed Mother.  Tom’s Catholic roots helped him discover 
God’s plan for his life.  He has often said, “I have faith that God will 
show me the way to my ultimate goal, which is to go to heaven 
and take as many people as possible with me.”
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