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Earl E. Glaesmer

1918-1987

Earl Glaesmer was deeply committed to Catholic education,
St. Francis Parish and the Traverse City community. His work,
while often done quietly and behind the scenes, had a lasting
impact on those institutions.

When Earl and Martha Glaesmer enrolled their children in the
Catholic schools, they worked hard to ensure that education
was available to other children as well. Earl demonstrated a
high level of dedication to Catholic education, serving as a
member and president of the Grand Traverse Area Catholic
Schools Board of Education. He enjoyed working to support
the schools and especially the athletic programs. He was one
of the founders of the St. Francis Athletic Association which
he served at various times as president and treasurer. Earl
kept the scorebook at basketball games and was the “movie
man” for the football team for many years. In that role, he
rose to great heights, often filming from the top of a bus, a
rickety ladder, or the roof of a press box. After each game,
Earl bolted to the bus station to ship the film to Grand Rapids
for quick processing which allowed the coaches to review the
game the next day.

St. Francis Parish was Earl’s spiritual home - a home that he
served as a Eucharistic Minister, a member of the finance
committee and a member of the building committee for the
present church. Earl also served for many years as a member
and president of the Board of Directors for the East Traverse
Catholic Federal Credit Union.

As a businessman, Earl supported the improvement of
downtown Traverse City. His store, Votruba Leather Goods,
was a mainstay in the downtown business district and was
familiar to radio listeners as a long-time sponsor for WLDR's
broadcasts of Gladiator sports.

Earl served as a Grand Traverse County commissioner and as
president of that body in 1979-80. His perfect attendance for
31 years as a member of the Kiwanis Club speaks to his
staying power. Earl often strapped on an apron to prepare
food and raise funds, notably at the Athletic Association Steak
Fry and the NMC Barbecue.

Earl had great compassion for handicapped children. This
was manifested in his long service to Camp Roy-El, a camp
for children with disabilities. He served on the State Board of
Directors for the Michigan Special Olympics and organized
volunteers locally for those games. His work in this regard
inspired his daughter to become a special education

teacher. It was no surprise that Earl soon became a

fixture in her classroom.

It was also no surprise to anyone, except Earl, when he was
recognized by the Chamber of Commerce with the
Distinguished Service Award in 1984 for the significant
impact he had on his community.

The manner in which Earl Glaesmer put his faith into action
serves as an excellent model of a life of love and service.



