
 
MISSION STATEMENT:  Grand Traverse Area Catholic Schools are dedicated to providing a Catholic education 
ensuring educational quality for all families willing to enter into a partnership to develop each child to his or her 
fullest spiritual and academic potential. 
 
Published May 14, 2010 
Deadline for submissions to this newsletter is Thursday @ 11:00 a.m.  
Please email information for the SF newsletter to Kathy Hunt at khunt@gtacs.org 
Please email information for system-wide distribution to Maureen DeYoung at mdeyou@gtacs.org 
 

 
Christ – Above All Things 

 
Mass on Monday with our Bishop followed by a chastity presentation: 
This coming Monday we have a unique and what we to believe to be a powerful day 
planned for our students.  At 9:30 am we will celebrate Mass with all the Catholic High 
School and Middle School students in the Diocese.  The Bishop will be presiding with 
several other priests concelebrating.  The students and teachers are looking forward to 
seeing and hearing from our Bishop.  His holiness, and love for the Eucharist are evident 
every time he preaches.  The Mass is at Saint Francis Church and as always we 
encourage are parents to attend. 
 
After receiving Holy Communion, we believe that the students’ hearts will be ready to 
hear a message on the meaning of pure love given by Mr. Jason Evert.  The presentation 
begins at 11:00 a.m.  There will be overflow seating in the parish hall for parents. Below 
is a description of the event written by one of our religion teachers Mrs. Trish Zamarron. 
 
Monday, May 17th will bring well-known Catholic apologist and chastity speaker 
Jason Evert to our teens.  Jason Evert and his wife, Crystalina, speak to over 
100,000 teens each year on the topic of chastity.  For many of our students, hearing 
Mr. Evert speak will be the culmination of a study on Pope John Paul II’s Theology 
of the Body for Teens hosted by Jason and Crystalina Evert along with speaker 
Brian Butler. We welcome the opportunity to have Jason bring home the message 
that we were created to love as God loves:  to orient our desires toward a pure love 
which seeks to give to and for another, not one which seeks to  use another for our 
own satisfaction, in short, a call to chastity. 
 
Peace and Happy Ascension,  
 
Mr. Erick Chittle 
 
 
CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS  
5/17 (Monday) Mass with Bishop Hebda @ 9:30 followed by speaker Jason Evert 
@ 11:00. (see schedule in this e-mail) 



5/19 (Wednesday) Senior class trip to Empire after lunch 
5/20 (Thursday) 1,3,5 & 7. Sports Faith International Assembly and Awards @      
1:10 (Seniors due back by 5th hour, see schedule in e-mail) 
5/27 (Thursday) Senior Award Night and NHS Inductions 7:00-8:30 PM 
(cafeteria) 
5/31 (Monday) No School Memorial Day 
6/1 (Tuesday) Last day seniors 
6/2 (Wednesday) Baccalaureate & Graduation Practice @ 10:00 AM 
6/3 (Thursday) Baccalaureate Mass @ St. Francis Parish beginning with prelude 
music @ 6:30 PM 
6/6 Graduation @ 3:00 in the SF Gym 
6/7-6/10 EXAM WEEK for 9-11th 
 
From Mrs. Erickson  
Dear St. Francis High School Families, 
             
After a wonderful career teaching science and social science at St. Francis High 
School I have been given the gift of being able to begin anew.  I have recently 
accepted an invitation to become part of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton’s 6th grade 
teaching team!   
             
Thank you for your support and friendship over the past 22 years.  Please wish 
me well and keep me in your prayers as I will keep you in mine. 
 
Fondly, Carol Erickson 
 
From Tracey Tull  
Dear Saint Francis and St. Elizabeth Families, 
 
Mother Teresa said this about her work, “If our work were just to wash and feed 
and give medicines to the sick, the center would have closed a long time ago.  
The most important thing in our centers is the opportunity we are offered to reach 
souls.” 
 
What spoke to me in this quote was the last part – the opportunity we are offered 
to reach souls.  I feel so privileged to be a part of the GTACS family and to be a 
part of reaching souls .  So, this letter is about the opportunity that I have been 
given to work with your beautiful children at SEAS, in the 7th grade team, next 
school year! 
While I am excited by the new opportunity, naturally I am quite sad to leave the 
students, staff, and all the energy within the halls of the high school.  Thank you 
all for the wonderful four years that I have had here – one little letter just can not 
possibly describe the depth of my gratitude. 
   
It is fitting, since the graduating class were freshmen, just as I was a “freshman” 
four years ago – and now we all go on to bright beginnings.  No matter where we 



all go – I pray that you all accept the power of God’s love, yet feel childlike as he 
cradles you in his fatherly embrace. 
 
God’s peace and love to you all, 
Tracey Tull 
 
HOST FAMILIES NEEDED  
Aspect Foundation is looking to place two students in the fall to attend St. Francis High 
School.  If you are interested in hosting a high school student for next school year, please 
contact Pam Woolcott at (231) 264-6105 or pam.woolcott@aspectfoundation.org.  
 
SPORTS FAITH INTERNATIONAL ASSEMBLY  
Please join the SF High School students on Thursday, May 20th at 1:10 pm in the Kohler 
Auditorium for an exciting presentation. 
 
Pat McCaskey, Co-Owner of the Chicago Bears and Chairman of Sports Faith 
International, will deliver a motivational talk and also honor Josh Kurtz, Greg Vaughan, 
and the SF Varsity Football Team.   

Sports Faith International is a Chicago-based initiative dedicated to inspiring and 
transforming our culture through the world of sports.  Sports Faith International produces 
programs for Catholic and mainstream media networks that will feature some of the 
biggest names in the world of sports. The vision of Sports Faith International is inspired 
by Pope John Paul II, who was known as “the athlete’s Pope” and also called for the 
aggressive use of the media to promote the faith and utilize sports as a powerful 
instrument to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Jamaican Mission Trip 
St. Francis high school will continue with their 7th annual mission trip to Jamaica this 
summer.  Fourteen St. Francis students, Mr. Peck and Fr. Robbie Deka (praise be to God 
for his recovery!!) will be travelling to Steertown Jamaica to work along side the poor in 
several service projects.  These projects include: building homes for local needy, 
construction of a large community center, working with school children, multiple 
building projects for a school for the blind and a school for abused girls, as well as 
visiting the sick and dying at the local infirmary.  The main project this year is assisting 
in raising money for an elementary school and community center.  The first community 
center (pictured below) that we helped build has kept families safe during hurricanes, 
distributed food and clothing, and been an education and resource center for the poor, the 
new center should do the same for a different community. The trip will be about 9 days 
long.  The students are only allowed to bring one carry on bag.  This bag may only carry 
four changes of clothes and the minimum of toiletries.  The students and staff humbly ask 
for donations to help them achieve this trip, and to assist the building projects.  However, 
more importantly, all who are traveling ask for your prayers that they may spread the 
Good News as well as to receive it from the people that Matthew Chapter 5 calls 
“blessed”. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


